Opposing Increases in Size and Weight of Large Trucks
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WHEREAS, the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) is concerned with the safety of motorists on U.S. roadways and the reliability of the U.S. infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, in 2021, there were 5,788 people killed in traffic crashes involving large trucks;[footnoteRef:1] and [1:  FMCSA, Large Truck and Bus Crash Facts 2021 (Last updated December 22, 2023) ] 


WHEREAS, in 2021, overall crashes involving large trucks increased by 26% over 2020[footnoteRef:2], and [2:  FMCSA, Large Truck and Bus Crash Facts 2021 (Last updated December 22, 2023)] 


WHEREAS, in 2021 single-vehicle crashes (including crashes that involved a bicyclist, pedestrian, nonmotorized vehicle, etc.) made up 21 percent of all fatal crashes, and 14 percent of all injury crashes involving large trucks. The majority (62 percent) of fatal large truck crashes involved two vehicles[footnoteRef:3]; and [3:  FMCSA, Large Truck and Bus Crash Facts 2021 (Last updated December 22, 2023)] 


WHEREAS, in 2022, the number of people killed in traffic crashes involving large trucks increased by 2 percent over 2021.[footnoteRef:4] Among fatalities in traffic crashes involving large trucks in 2022, large-truck occupant fatalities in single-vehicle crashes increased by 5-percent over 2021.[footnoteRef:5] Large-truck occupant fatalities in multi-vehicle crashes increased by 13 percent over 2021[footnoteRef:6]; and  [4:  NHTSA, Overview of Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes in 2022]  [5:  NHTSA, Overview of Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes in 2022]  [6:  NHTSA, Overview of Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes in 2022] 


WHEREAS, in 2021, large-truck occupant fatalities increased 8 percent over 2020;[footnoteRef:7] and [7:  FMCSA, Large Truck and Bus Crash Facts 2021 (Last updated December 22, 2023)] 


WHEREAS, in 2021, 33 percent of work zone fatal crashes and 15 percent of work zone injury crashes involved at least one large truck;[footnoteRef:8] and [8:  FMCSA, Large Truck and Bus Crash Facts 2021 (Last updated December 22, 2023)] 


WHEREAS, the heavier the vehicle, the more stopping distance required to come to a complete stop. Allowing heavier trucks will increase stopping distances and lead to more and/or more severe crashes.

WHEREAS, an increase in truck size and weight would place an increased burden on an already short- staffed number of trained commercial vehicle enforcement officers; and WHEREAS, analysis of the recently released 2024 U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) National Bridge Inventory (NBI) database finds that 36 percent of all U.S. bridges—nearly 221,800 spans—require major repair work or replacement;[footnoteRef:9] and [9:  American Road & Transportation Builders Association, “Bridge Report”] 


WHEREAS, heavier trucks would deteriorate infrastructure more rapidly, would overtax the suspension and braking systems, impact steering and control, and increase injury severity due to increased kinetic energy in crashes; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the IACP opposes any increase in the size and weight limits of large trucks on U.S. highways without safety studies to support such increases.

