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Executive Order 14240 issued on April 28, 2025, is a directive from the Trump Administration aimed at supporting and protecting police agencies at the state and local level. It calls for increased federal resources, stronger legal protection for officers, and expanded use of military assets in policing. It also directs DOJ to roll back consent decrees that restrict policing, shield officers from personal liability, and pursue legal action against jurisdictions that limit law enforcement under Diversity Equity and Inclusion (DEI) policies. The overall intent is to remove barriers to zero tolerance policing and publicly reinforce support for policing as a tool for restoring public safety.
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Key Elements of the Executive Order

Protect Law Enforcement Officers from Lawsuits
· The Attorney General must create a mechanism (including using private pro bono attorneys) to defend officers who face personal legal expenses for actions taken on duty.
	
Aid State and Local Police 
The EO aims to use federal support for local police by:



· Publishing new best practices for policing.
· Expanding and improving training programs.
· Advocating for higher pay and better benefits for police officers.
· Strengthening legal protections for police officers.
· Seeking harsher penalties for crimes against police officers.
· Investing in prison security and infrastructure.
· Improving crime data collection and sharing. 

Review and Potentially End Federal Consent Decrees
· Within 60 days, the Attorney General must review all federal consent decrees and out-of-court agreements involving police agencies.
· Any measure that "unduly impedes" policing should be modified, rescinded, or ended
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Use Military and National Security Assets for Policing
· Within 90 days, DOJ and DOD must:
· Increase transfer of military equipment to local police departments.
· Identify ways to use military training, non-lethal capabilities, and personnel to help local policing operations.
Hold State and Local Officials Accountable
· DOJ is directed to:
· Prosecute state and local officials who unlawfully obstruct policing efforts.
· For example, if they ban officers from arresting or policing.
· Pursue legal action against jurisdictions that unlawfully limit policing under “diversity, equity, and inclusion” initiatives.
Leverage Homeland Security Task Forces (HSTFs)
· DOJ and DHS must use existing Homeland Security Task Forces to help implement the objectives of this Executive Order across states and cities.

Main Take Away
This Executive Order represents a shift toward enhanced legal and political protection for law enforcement.
The IACP supports the Executive Order’s firm position against violence directed at police officers. In a similar fashion, the IACP strongly encourages Congress to enact the Protect and Serve Act (H.R. 1551 / S. 167) and Thin Blue Line Act (H.R. 378/ S. 83).  
The IACP will continue to monitor the implementation and implications of this Executive Order and will provide updates as developments occur.
image1.jpeg
International A
Chiefs of





image2.jpeg
Chiefs of Police





