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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

CONTACT: [Name, Phone Number, E-mail Address] 

Note: Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson, you must contact 

them for permission to use their names in this press release. Also, you must get their approval for the 

language of their quotations, and any changes or additions they may require. This press release is 

meant to be used by agencies conducting safe, quick clearance in accordance with their state and/or 

local laws. 

“Last year, [insert local incident responders killed #] officers, firefighters, EMTs, and tow truck drivers 

were struck by a vehicle and killed and [insert local incident responders injured #] were injured when 

responding to a traffic-related incident in [insert Community/County name],” said [insert Law 

Enforcement Agency Representative name]. 

One of the most dangerous parts of a responder’s job is stepping out on the side of the road, whether it 

is to assist a motorist, a traffic stop, or to investigate a crash. Across the United States in 2019, 18 law 

enforcement officers, 9 fire/EMS, 14 tow operators and 3 mobile mechanics were struck by a vehicle 

and died.1 On average, every year 20,000 first responders are injured in the U.S. while responding to 

traffic incidents.2  

Performing safe, quick clearance of traffic incidents increases the safety of responders by minimizing 

their exposure to passing traffic, reducing the probability of secondary crashes, and reducing overall 

congestion levels and delay.3 It is necessary so that traffic flow may be restored to pre-incident levels as 

safely and quickly as possible, limiting the disruption to the quality of life and contributing to public 

health by allowing drivers to arrive safely. 

Safe, quick clearance also benefits our community. Travel congestion and the resulting delayed travel 

times greatly affects the quality of life in our communities by causing late arrivals to work or meetings, 

daycare drop offs or pickups, doctor’s appointments, flights, interviews, and a host of other important 

events.4 

33,654 fatal motor vehicle crashes occurred during 2018 in the U.S., and as a result, a total of 36,560 

lives were lost.5 When a crash occurs, the likelihood of a secondary crash increases exponentially, which 

in turn increases the risk to motorists and responder lives, as well as making it more difficult for 

responders to arrive and depart a scene.6 Roadway traffic incidents come at a financial cost as well. The 

annual economic cost of motor vehicle crashes in the U.S. is estimated to be nearly $242 billion. That 

equates to $77.4 billion in lost workplace and household productivity; $76.1 billion in property damage 

costs; $23.4 billion in present and future medical costs; and $65.1 billion being other costs.7 Each person 

living in the U.S. essentially pays a $784 “crash tax” annually.8 
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“We urge you to move over and/or reduce your vehicle’s speed when approaching a scene where 

incident responders are present. Violating [insert state]’s move over laws can be costly, with fines up to 

[insert maximum fine amount].”  

For information on [insert your state’s name] move over laws, [insert link to your state’s Move Over 

law].  
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