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Talking Points for Chiefs for Municipal Governments

e |n 2019, 18 law enforcement officers, 9 fire/EMS, 14 tow and 3 mobile mechanics were recorded
as being struck by a vehicle and died in the line of duty, accounting for a total of 44 responders.!

e 20,000: The average number of first responders injured annually in the U.S. while responding to
traffic incidents.?

e Quick clearance directly increases the safety of all responders by minimizing their exposure to
adjacent passing traffic, reduces the probability of secondary incidents, and relieves overall
congestion levels and delay.”3

e In our community, [insert number of fatalities] people died last year in road traffic crashes. Of
those, [insert number of fatalities for law enforcement and responders] were law enforcement
and other responders.

e Law enforcement supports the use of traffic incident management applications for unplanned
traffic incidents.*

e Law enforcement supports committing resources to the planning and coordination process to
aid in quick clearance strategies and Traffic Incident Management curriculum.® (2015
Resolution)

e Each year, 1.35 million people are killed, and 50 million are injured in road traffic crashes around
the world.®

e The annual economic cost of motor vehicle crashes in the U.S. is estimated to nearly
$242 billion.”

o “Improving traffic incident management is one way to reduce congestion as traffic incidents
account for approximately 25 percent of total congestion on U.S. highways.”?
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Talking Points for Chiefs for Community Education

e We all have a responsibility to minimize the impact of traffic incidents within our community.
You, the public play the largest role in the safety of our community.

e In 2019, 18 law enforcement officers, 9 fire/EMS, 14 tow and 3 mobile mechanics were recorded
as being struck by a vehicle and died in the line of duty, accounting for a total of 44 responders.®

e [fyou are involved in a crash and there are no injuries, move your car to a safe place, out of the
travel lanes.°

e When a crash occurs, the likelihood of a secondary crash increases exponentially, which
increases the risk to motorists and responder lives, as well as making it more difficult for
responders to arrive and depart a scene.!!

e The law requires that when you see flashing lights ahead of you, slow down; move over if you
can do so safely; and switch to a lane that’s not immediately next to the emergency vehicle, if
possible.*? Violating the move over law will get you a ticket.

e Be aware of your surroundings, be alert and yield to additional responding vehicles.

e Help spread the word among your community, family, friends, and on social media to
#MoveOver.

e Recurring and non-recurring delays caused disrupted time with family and friends equating to
6.9 billion hours annually—over 51 hours per commuter.*3

e Unpredictable travel time can adversely affect worker performance, including tardiness,
absenteeism, decrease in concentration, exhaustion, and stress.*

e Qver 50 percent of motorists’ delays are attributed to crashes and vehicle breakdowns.**

e |ssues related to traffic are one of the most common complaints received by law
enforcement executives.
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