
Great Lakes Initiative / IACP Commercial Vehicle Related Detail 

July 2 – 6, 2018 

 

Problem Statement 

In 2017, 45 percent of all commercial vehicle related crashes in Ohio were not the fault of the 

commercial vehicle. Large trucks and buses have operating limitations such as blind spots, longer 

stopping distances, and limited maneuverability that make it essential for other vehicles to focus 

on safety. 

Goal 

Historically, the Independence Day holiday has shown a significant spike in the number of crashes 

on Ohio roadways. The goal of the project is to reduce the number commercial vehicle involved 

crashes during the week of July 2-6, 2018. 

Planning 

The Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) has partnered with the International Association of Chiefs 

of Police (IACP) and several local agencies to reduce the number of commercial crashes through 

enforcement and education. Colleagues from the Michigan, Indiana, and Illinois State Police also 

participated.  

Enforcement 

Traffic enforcement will be focused on vehicles committing violations affecting the safe 

operation of commercial vehicles, known as Commercial Vehicle Related (CVR). These include 

but are not limited to unsafe lane changes, following too close, and failure to yield. Additionally, 

enforcement is emphasized on violations for failure to move over for emergency vehicles.  



Education/Media 

OSHP, in partnership with YRC 

Trucking, hosted an educational 

event at the Dayton Air Show focused 

on operating safely around 

commercial motor vehicles and 

staying out of the “No Zone.” There 

were approximately 10,000 

attendees at this event.  

A successful local and national media 

campaign was also conducted. 

Various media outlets advertised the 

efforts to reduce commercial 

crashes, and educated the pubic on 

safe driving habits around commercial vehicles. See attached links.  

o https://www.daytondailynews.com/news/local/state-patrol-focusing-safe-driving-

around-trucks/Yxkmbb3Jk8Dcedo5YLNshN/ 

o https://www.10tv.com/article/oshp-focusing-safe-driving-around-commercial-vehicles 

o https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/ohio/articles/2018-07-03/patrol-focusing-

on-safe-driving-around-commercial-vehicles 

o http://www.morningjournal.com/general-news/20180702/ohio-highway-patrol-

stresses-safety-around-commercial-vehicles 
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Results 

During the five day enforcement detail, 825 commercial and commercial related citations were issued and 556 warnings were given 

in Ohio. 175 of these violations were for commercial vehicle related offenses. Over 1,700 commercial vehicle safety inspections were 

also conducted.  

A Trooper in a Truck detail was conducted in the Cleveland area on July 2, 2018. By utilizing a motor carrier partner, a trooper rode 

with the truck along the route and called off violations to units placed strategically along the way.  

Eight local agencies participated in this initiative:  

• Northwood Police Department 

• Mansfield Police Department 

• Canton Police Department 

• Streetsboro Police Department 

• Hilliard Police Department 

• Obetz Police Department 

• Dublin Police Department 

• Johnstown Police Department 

Five other agencies were scheduled to participate but were unable due to staffing issues and other unforeseen circumstances. OSHP 

worked closely with the agencies, providing crash statistics and information on the enforcement of CVR. Several agencies have 

attended OSHP trainings and offered insight into the commercial vehicle issues facing their jurisdictions. The conversations were 

productive and have led to plans of future partnerships focused on local issues such as size and weight compliance and operating on 

“no truck” routes. Local agency reporting statistics were to be collected via a spreadsheet form provided by OSHP. Many agencies did 

not report any statistics, while others provided data that indicated there was confusion on what was considered a CVR. These issues 

made it difficult to capture accurate reporting. Further guidance and planning in the future will ensure more uniform results.  

Provisional crash statistics indicate there were no commercial vehicle related fatalities during the reporting period. When compared 

to the same time period last year, statistics show a 50% reduction in commercial crashes (138) from the previous year (277). 

Injury crashes (22) were reduced by 62% compared to the previous year (58).  



 

 


