
Large Truck and Bus Enforcement
Talking Points

Crash Statistics (Injuries and Fatalities)
Despite the number of fatalities in all crashes going 
down by over 1,000 from 2012 to 2013, the number 
of fatalities in crashes involving at least one large 
truck or bus has increased every year since 2009.

Each year, more than 4,000 people lose their lives 
in crashes involving at least one large truck or bus, 
and more than 80,000 people are injured every 
year in crashes involving these vehicles. 

In 2013, a total of 4,251 lives were lost in more 
than 3,800 crashes involving at least one large 
truck or bus.
Of those, only 691 were occupants of the 
large truck or bus, while the rest (3,560) were 
occupants of a passenger vehicle, a motorcycle 
or bike rider, or pedestrians.

64 percent of fatal crashes involving a large truck 
or commercial bus occurred in rural areas and 28 
percent occurred in work zones, demonstrating 
that these crashes can, and do, occur everywhere.

More than 67,000 crashes involving at least one 
large truck or bus cause some injury to someone 
involved in the crash. This number has risen every 
year since 2009 as well.

General Statistics
The average passenger vehicle weighs 4,000 
pounds, but a large truck or bus weighs a minimum 
of 10,000 pounds.

Large trucks and buses account for only 4 percent 
of the registered vehicles and 9 percent of vehicle 
miles traveled in the United States, but they 
account for 13 percent of all fatal crashes.



Importance of Law Enforcement Awareness, 
Education, and Enforcement

In 2013, there were almost 430,000 traffic violations 
committed by large trucks and buses, including 
more than 200,000 moving violations and over 
1,100 drug and alcohol offenses.

Removing dangerous drivers and reducing 
serious traffic violations, crashes, injuries, and 
fatalities enhances roadway safety for everyone 
else.

Hazardous cargo spills, crashes, and crash-related 
traffic congestion are dangerous to the community, 
officers, and agency resources.

Large trucks and buses may be involved in more 
serious crimes, including cargo theft and other 
organized crime, moving fraud, drug smuggling, 
and human trafficking.

Causes of Crashes and Fatalities
Many fatal crashes result from an illegal action 
or unsafe behavior of at least one of the drivers 
involved in the crash including speeding, following 
too closely, improper lane changes, and distracted 
driving (including texting while driving).

Speed was a factor in 24 percent of large truck 
and bus crashes where at least one occupant of 
the large truck or bus died.
6 percent of fatal crashes involved large truck or 
bus driver distraction or inattention as a factor, 
of which at least 11 percent were related to cell 
phone use.

At least 38 percent of large truck or bus occupants 
were not wearing a seatbelt when they were killed 
in a crash.
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