
FAST FIVE
Don’t be overwhelmed stopping a large truck or bus. 
Keep these five things in mind when conducting 
traffic enforcement on large trucks and buses.

OBSERVE
Identify traffic violations associated with large 
trucks and buses.
Just like other vehicles, CMVs also commit moving 
violations and are involved in crashes. All vehicles 
that commit a traffic violation should be stopped, 
no matter the size of the vehicle.

SAFETY
Identify safety considerations that apply before, 
during, and after you stop the CMV.
1. Be aware of your surroundings. Remember:

a. CMVs need more distance to stop;
b. CMVs need wider areas to park;
c. CMVs need more distance to re-enter  
 the roadway.

2. Stay out of the NO ZONE - blind spots 
where the CMV driver cannot see you.

3. Officer Safety - Your safety is your top 
priority on the roadside. Use caution when 
making your initial contact with the driver. 
Never enter a truck without backup present.

DETECT
Identify potential indicators or serious vehicle 
defects or criminal activity. If you come across these 
indicators, contact a CMV officer immediately.
1. Are there any smoke, leaks, and/or spills?
2. Are there any fraudulent placards displayed?
3. Was any improper identification or information 

provided?
4. Are the vehicle markings professional?
5. Is the driver under the influence?
6. Is the driver anxious or defensive?
7. Does the passenger know the driver?
8. Is the passenger behaving suspiciously?



COLLECT AND REVIEW
You only need the driver’s license, registration, and 
proof of insurance. Remember to:
1. Verify that the license is labeled accurately as 

a commercial driver’s license with the correct 
class. Make sure there are no restrictions.

2. Don’t let log books or other documentation 
complicate the stop.

REPORT
Correctly fill out a citation with appropriate driver 
and violation information.
Accuracy in reporting enforcement actions is critical 
to removing bad drivers from the roadways.
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